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cumstances,   its   habitual   impatience   of   control   had
reached the point of downright turbulence.

The position would have been a very difficult one to
a prince equipped for it by temperament and training.
Otho had neither the temperament nor the training
which the position demanded. Born and bred in a
despotic environment, he knew no other method of ruling
than the paternal method. Like the rest of his race,
he loved arbitrary power. The Greek pallikars, fresh
from their long and sanguinary fight for liberty, soon
began to murmur that their new sovereign was trying to
make himself, under the forms of a free polity, scarcely less
absolute than the old had been : though a limited monarch
in name, he was a Sultan by nature. And that was
not all. Like the Hanoverians in England, this Bavarian
had brought into Greece a large nu mber of his country-
men to whom he entrusted some of the highest offices.
His partiality for foreign administrators was doubtless
necessitated by the lack of native administrative talent:
Greece just emerging from the anarchy of centuries was far
richer in warriors than in statesmen; and there may be
some exaggeration as to the lengths to which he carried his
preference. But the mere presence of these foreigners
was sufficient to excite the jealousy of the natives.

And while this " unpatriotic " conduct tended to make
the dynasty unpopular with the Greeks, its patriotic
devotion to the Great Idea rendered it obnoxious to their
Protectors. Each of the three Powers entertained
views on the Eastern Question utterly incompatible
with the realization of that Idea; and each wanted to
have on the Greek throne a tool of its own ambition.
Otho was as little pliant to external pressure as he was to
domestic opinion. Thus forces from without and forces
from within conspired to shake the Bavarian dynasty.